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China & India

China-India Relationship
Millennium-old Exchanges
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China & Indio

hina and India are friendly neighbors linked by common mountains and

rivers. The world-famous Silk Road closely linked us. Historic exchanges

between the two great civilizations were initiated by the spread of
Buddhism thai has lastied for more than 2000 years. In the early years of lasi
century, our two countries showed mutual sympathy and support in their
respective struggles for national independence. About hall a century ago, our
iwo couniries jointly initiated the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexisience
(Panchsheel), which has become the guidelines of international relations.
Entering the new century, the economy of China and India has achieved rapid
development and national strength of our two countries has been continuously
enhanced. The China-India relations have entered a stable, healthy and prag-
matic track under the concerted efforts of the two governments and people.

Currently, there are the following characteristics and tendencies in the China-

India relations.

Firstly, high-level mutual visits are
frequent and political trust and friendly
cooperation is increasing. In 2003, the
Iindlan Prirne Minlster Vajpoyee pald an
official visit to China and the two sides
signed the Declarafion on Principles for
Relations and Comprehensive
Cooperation, which ensures the develop-
ment of a long-term constructive and
cooperative partnership. In 2005,

Chinase Premier Wen Jiabao successfully
visited India and the two counfries signed
the Joint Statement and announced to
astablish a Strategic and Cooperative
Partnarship for Peace and Prosperity. It s a
grand milestone in the history of the
bilateral relations and means that China-
India relations have entered a new stage
of development. Pramier Wen sald: "It Is
when China and India become really
poweriul and are able to fully bring out
their vitality that a true Asian century will
anrbve, ® Indlgn Prime Minister Manmohan

singh also sald that there exists no com-
petition between India and China. India
does not or will net align with any country
to contain China. China doesn't impose a
threat to India or to any other country.
Those words clearly show that the two
sides have common desires to develop
friendly cooperation and reached con-
sensus that they will not threaten each
other or regard the other as a rival or an
2neamy.

2004 is China-India Friendship Year. The
two sides have been holding about 40
activities for celebration. On 1st January,
2006, the two Prasidents and Premilers
sent congratulatory messages to each
other, which started the prelude of the
Friendship Year Presently, vanious activi-
fies of the Friendship Year are smoothly
going on and good frults have been
achieved.
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